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Regional TB Action Plan 2015-2020 

Progress towards Regional commitments by 2020

WHO European Region

Source: Roadmap to implement the tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2016–2020

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/tuberculosis/publications/2016/roadmap-to-implement-the-tuberculosis-action-plan-for-the-who-european-region-20162020.-towards-ending-tuberculosis-and-multidrug-resistant-tuberculosis-2016


• High burden in EECA, 9 countries account for more 

than 97% of the estimated number of incident 

MDR-TB cases: AZE, BEL, KAZ, KGZ, MDA, RUS, 

TJK, UKR, UZB (more than 1,000 cases);

• 47% of the global burden of pre-XDR-TB

• MDR-TB treatment success rate – 56% (2018)

• XDR-TB treatment success rate – 51% (2018)
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Global TB Report, 2021. World Health Organization.

WHO European Region: DR-TB



HIV co-infection among TB patients

Percentage of TB cases coinfected 

with HIV almost DOUBLED over the 

last decade.

People suffering from TB/HIV co-

infection have 7times higher risk of 

failing treatment and 3times higher 

risk of loosing their lives than 

people suffering from TB only.  

Source: ECDC/WHO (2022). Tuberculosis surveillance and monitoring in Europe 2022–2020 data
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Most immediately obvious impact of COVID-
related disruptions

Big drop in number of people newly diagnosed with TB and reported

5.8 million in 2020

7.1 million in 2019

18% drop, 

2019-2020
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215.9k in 2019

163.7k in 2020

WHO European RegionGlobal

24% drop, 

2019-2020



Number of TB deaths increased in 2020
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Estimated 

absolute number 

of TB deaths 

increased in 

2020, mainly due 

to increase in 

HIV-positive 

mortality

WHO European Region

first year-on-year increase since 2005, back to the level of 2017
TB second only to COVID-19 as cause of death from single infectious agent 
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Forced to leave home



Reinforcing region-specific efforts in reaching 
the global targets by 2030
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72nd Session of the Regional Committee for Europe
12-14 September 2022
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72nd Session of the Regional Committee for Europe
12-14 September 2022
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Tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2023–2030

• Vision: the Region is free of tuberculosis burden by 2030

• Goal: The goal is to end the spread of DS-TB and DR-TB by 

achieving universal access to prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment in all Member States of the Region, thereby 

contributing to the End TB Strategy goal of ending the TB 

epidemic. Universal access means evidence-based practices 

and quality services that are available, accessible, affordable 

and acceptable to everyone and to all communities, 

enshrining access to health care as a basic right through 

approaches that protect and promote equity, ethics, gender 

equality and human rights.

Vison and Goal
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Tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2023–2030 
(TB-RAP 2030) 
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Renew commitment

Finish the unfinished agenda

Align with EPW, UHC and PHC

Put people at the center and leave no one 

behind

Context of COVID-19 and 

war in Ukraine

Regain losses, adjust approach, ensure 

continuity and full recovery to get back on track

Intensify research, innovations

Use technologic advances and introduce 

rapidly

WHAT HOW

• Set up ambitious polices and resources for TB

• Expand service delivery at PHC and scale up 

alternative people-centered models of care

• Prioritize key and vulnerable populations and ensure 

equitable access to services

• Meaningfully engage civil society and affected 

communities in TB response

• Ensure universal access to TB preventive treatment, 

rapid molecular diagnosis, fully oral treatment for TB 

and DR-TB

• Accelerate introduction and use of new technologies 

and research

• Mainstream innovations used during COVID-19

• Plan contingency and resilience to future crises
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Structure and content of TB-RAP 2030

People at the center

Comprehensive TB prevention Systematic screening for TB

TB diagnosis TB treatment and care

Governance and Leadership

Health finance and UHC Health workforce

Strategic information and 

Digital health
PSM

Pillar 1: Integrated people-

centered care and prevention

Pillar 2: Bold policies and 

supportive systems

Pillar 3: Intensified research 

and Innovation
New interventions and strategies Implementation research
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Boosting the uptake of latest guidance by WHO (1)

TB preventive treatment and Systematic screening for TB

Diagnosis of TB and co-infections

• Scale up screening for TB disease, including computer-aided 

detection for automatic interpretation of chest X-ray

• Intensify TB preventive treatment (TPT) among at-risk and 

vulnerable population groups to reduce risks of progressing to 

active TB, especially among PLHIV and contacts at all ages;

• Mechanism of OR to address TPT among DR-TB contacts

• Molecular WHO-recommended rapid testing 

(mWRD) for TB

• Multi-disease testing platforms (HIV, HCV, 

COVID-19)

• Quality of DST to all TB medicines

Action points

Action points

UN-HLM

• Decentralization of mWRD and/or effective sample transportation 

mechanism

• Tailored support to conduct diagnostics network optimization and 

assessments of national laboratory systems to increase access 

to mWRD

• Capacity building for laboratory and PHC, including e-learning 

(WHO CC, country support)
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Boosting the uptake of latest guidance by WHO (2)

Treatment of TB and DR-TB Action points 

• Scale up digital adherence solutions for TB, such as Video-

supported treatment (VST);

• Scale up digital health solutions for systematic screening for TB 

disease for effective triaging;

• Support the effective case-based data systems for real-time data 

recording and reporting;

• DH for clinical management: Virtual Medical Consilium on DR-TB

Digital health solutions Treatment of TB and DR-TB

9 months

6 times less 

pill burden

Fully oral

• Transition to fully oral treatment of TB and DR-TB through 

programmatic and OR conditions;

• Regional OR initiatives: mSTR, BPaL for preXDR-TB, DR-TB and 

HCV

• Addressing other determinants: nutrition, mental health, 

substance addiction, diabetes mellitus



Preliminary results: WHO European Region 
projection

Simulated interventions are introduced cumulatively (i.e., ‘TPT’ displays the effect of interventions 1 to 8); 

All trajectories show the median value of the posterior sample; uncertainty band shows 95% Credible Interval for the Status Quo.



Thank you for your 
attention and support!

WHO Regional Office for Europe

UN City
Marmorvej 51
Copenhagen Ø
Denmark

WHO_Europe

facebook.com/WHOEurope

instagram.com/whoeurope

youtube.com/user/whoeuro


	Slide 1: TB action plan for the WHO European Region 2023-2030: accelerating efforts in ending TB  
	Slide 2: Progress towards Regional commitments by 2020
	Slide 3: WHO European Region: DR-TB
	Slide 4: HIV co-infection among TB patients
	Slide 5: Most immediately obvious impact of COVID-related disruptions
	Slide 6: Number of TB deaths increased in 2020
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Reinforcing region-specific efforts in reaching the global targets by 2030
	Slide 9: 72nd Session of the Regional Committee for Europe 12-14 September 2022
	Slide 10: 72nd Session of the Regional Committee for Europe 12-14 September 2022
	Slide 11: Tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2023–2030
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2023–2030  (TB-RAP 2030) 
	Slide 14: Structure and content of TB-RAP 2030
	Slide 15: Boosting the uptake of latest guidance by WHO (1)
	Slide 16: Boosting the uptake of latest guidance by WHO (2)
	Slide 17: Preliminary results: WHO European Region projection
	Slide 18: Thank you for your attention and support!

